25X1

Approved For Release 2006/08/17 » CIA-RDP89B00739R000400180026-2

- aus - 0013

(4.~ oopy 7 of b

I 30 April 1958

MEMORANDUN PO Projeet Director
SURJECT 7 Report from . C.L. Johnson on Project GUBIO

1. Mr. C.L. Johnson called me on 20 April to repart on latest
dovelopaents in the design of GUITO Model II. His report wvas quite
diseourssing at first. Informgion glesned by Mr. Mel George in his
contact with Carning indicsted the possibility of getting high strength
material from that compeny in the nesr future was very doubtful. Besad
on the state of the st a3 it exists today, Xelly doudbted that more
maMWw%wB%mnsmMnmmim

2. Helly is therefore of the opinion that meteriael which eould

be memumtwmmmwmummmamme
sinllar sources. Ne has coms %o the conclusion that

such materinl would lesd to & structure which is not competetive with
mtal and, therefors, that the desired range and altitule would be most
dirficult; 1if not impossible, to achieve. In addition, his proposed
canfiguretion for Model Il has asrodyramic problems. He hes been experi-
menting with slterations tc this configwretion which involve no tail
asgombly, essentlally & flying wing, and has not been sble in his owmn
wind to errive at a sultable confizuwrstion, with or without tall, which
be would consider sercdynamically stable and cspable of achieving mis-
sion requiresents. The above bears out what Col. Gidbs reported as &
result of his recent meeting with selly.

5. Relly proposed to put Model II GUSTO om the back burner since
it sppears sargingl st this time end take & look st ancther spprosch.
Such epproach would involve a eenfiguraticn capsble of 3 1/2 the speed
wfﬁxz.&%ﬂ%m&tc&euﬂmimmwuwa%m-w
Such RATNBOW protection as is avaflsble in the present state of the art
would be incorporeted in this desipn. Ne 14 propose, however, to de-
vote the next 10 days or 20 to a2 investigation of the reamibility of
this spproech vhlle at the same tive continuing investigzations into
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GUELT Spdiel II. He was suthorized to proceed on this path and to re-

port Yo you on its possivilities no leter than 16 May. I subsequently
Jiscussed this decision uith Col. G4bbs who wes in full agreezent with
B .

b, since Xelly wes so pessiuistic about a Model II GUBTO spprosch
I iaguired whetber be planned %o re-open considerstion cf ithe ¥odel X

CUBTO. You will remesber that the L on Model II GUSTO was that
every conslderstion would be given toi |aren end then Kelly

a4 abtonpt to design excund such reguiremonis and, hopefully, maze
e adreralt fly at sltitude. This approsch novw sppears lapractical
and goue compromime between the two reguirements would obvicusly have to
be made. selly ves pessimisiic. from informetion svailable vo hin, o8
to whather or noy fould be able to handle his end of the
Hndel I GUSTC but agreed LISt this might be the only feasible approsch.
“he other alternative is, of course, t¢ attempt to achieve greater speed
and vititude with correspondingly less need for absoiute RAIRBOW protec
Tion.

5. Helly's schedule reguirer dm t¢ be in Vasihington on 14 Hey
for o briefing. He will be preparcd to see you on the 15th or on the
mornlng of the 16th to give you & fuil report on hiz investigations to
date on Hodel II GUSTC as well ss o preliminmry report on what he thinks
is possitle in the new higher altitude, higher speed epprosch. Cince
vore will e in San Francisco om the 14th end since your plens, @8 I
underctand them, contemplate returnisg to U.C. via Los Anjeles; you mey
deolre to return to D.0. direct from Sen Frenciseo overnight Yednesday
in cvier e see Kelly here on Thursday unless you have olfier reagons for
plenning to return vie Loe Angeles. In the latter case you probably
would pot be in D.C. until Friday corning and the meeting with Xelly
would have to be scheduled sccordingly. 25X1

4. 1 discussed neliy'e regurt with| end suggested he
sdobt want 40 re-open his thinking in connection with i problens

on Model T CUSTC. I sleo indiceted 1o hixz that Xelly desires to Wnrlefly
look pt ancther approach to the provlem. I gstbered that Frenk's reec-
itilon i the newest approach wrs fevorsble. I presume you would desire
to begve Ur. Rodgers and perhaps Horm Taylor et our meeting with Xeily on
the 1%th or 16tk but have mede no firm plans for fuely aitendance at
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such & woeting. Both will, of course. be in |

vy for reasoms stated in anctber memoranduss
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Fsmal (30 Agr 1958)
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